DETECTIVE WORK

Stephen Davies knew he had a car with rally history, but what was it?
Paul Davies explains how the Rothmans 911 changed its colours
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pparently, according
to a newspaper I read
recently, Sherlock
Holmes never said
“Elementary, my
dcar Wa[son Which
: the great
detective’s words always come to

mind when a particularly thorny
problem has been solved. The sort

of problem that presented itself to
Stephen Davies when he thought his
replica Rothmans Porsche 911 SC RS
needed a tidy-up.

You'll probably be well acquainted
with Stephen’s car. For the past six years
or so the Midlands accountant has driven
the machine ahead of major rallics as part
of the ‘Slowly Sideways’ group. In fact,
Stephen was organiser of the UK arm of
the association of Group B and Group 4
cars, founded in Germany by rally
photographer Reinhard Klein, before he
recently formed a new club, ‘Rallying
with Group B'.

It wasn’t actually a Rothmans Rally
Team car of the carly 1980s, when top
drivers would have included Henri
“Toivonen, Billy Coleman and Saeed Al
Hajri. Stephen had every reason to
believe it was really a car that had been
driven by Belgian ace Marc Duez, but it
was already in Rothmans’ distinctive
blue and white when he took possession
in 2002, and Henri Toivonen was a bit of
a hero in the Davies’ house.

“Then just a year ago, Stephen
decided it was time the car had a bit
of a refurbishment and packed it off
to Sweep Motorsport who had been
looking after it for him. That’s when
the detective bit really started.

First though, back a bit to how the car
came into his hands. Cheshire-based
preparation company KD Enginecring
had acquired it as an incomplete
bodyshell in 1987 and rebuilt it, in
Rothmans colours, complete with
many parts obtained when Prodrive
(who ran the Rothmans Rally Team)
sold off its Porsche parts. KD's
Keith Dickins described the car as
911 SC RS replica with an engine
thought to have been used a
practice engine in the Middle Eas
Stephen tried to dig deeper into
the car’s history, but aparc from

discovering that it was certainly a
competition-prepared bodyshell, and
at some time had suffered front-end
damage, he got nowhere. “In the end 1
decided to settle down with the car and
enjoy what I had — simply a fine replica
of a Rothmans rally car,” he says.

After several years, Stephen did decide
to take his investigation further. The
uncovering of the production number,
under the padded roll on the botrom cdge
of the fascia, and an enquiry to Porsche
got things rolling For the first time he
had full specification, colour, original
engine number, ctc. He also knew it had
been built in 1978, and then “taken off
0 use for the company’s purposes.”
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looking for a wide-bodied, sky blue
Porsche. His eyes lighted on the
Doduco-sponsored entry of the 1981
Manx International Rally, driven by
none less than Walcer Rhrl.

Sherlock, sorry Stephen, had met
Walter some years previously so he
was able to call up the German and ask
what had happened to his mount of *81.
Simple, said Walter, it had been sold
to an Englishman but then crashed.

Ac this point Stephen probably
needed to reach for his violin,
Holmes-style, to calm his nerves.

Buc this was a red, or in this case
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Doduco-sponsored Porsche had
been driven by a Dr Emst Ricken on

a German historic rally in 2009. Using
what Stephen describes as “a bit of
forensic work”, the doctor’s telephone
number was obtained. He was
contacted, and was able to report that
not only had he bought the car in 1981,
it was sitting in his garage as they spoke!

At this stage Stephen felt the trail
had gone cold. And Gareth at Sw
Motorsport (I love that name every
time [ write i) was asking whether
they should respray the now refettled
car in Rothmans colours.

Our man decided to call Rohrl again.
This time they realised there had been
confusion — Walter had actually been
talking about a rally car driven during
1980 by a friend, Dieter Roscheisen,
and painted in the colours of German

roll cage manufacturer Heigo. Holmes
would have reached for his violin again,
but here’s Stephen’s account:

“Lasked Walcer for Dicter's telephone
number. He was testing for Porsche in
Rome, but was delighted to hear that 1
might have his old car. The following
weekend he emailed me details and,
checking the chassis number, I was able
to confirm that I did, indeed, have his
car from 1980.”

A final study at Sweep Motor
of photographs supplied by D
positions of cut-out switch
drilled in the fascia, the all-important
production number — confirmed the
Heigo car's identity. It was furcher
confirmed that Christopher Walken,
who bought the car from Dieter, had
crashed in the 1981 Scorish Rally,
hence the front-end damage.
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Technically, being Group 4 of
1980, the Heigo car is now a 911 SC,
not the SC RS (homologated into
Group B in 1983) that the later
Rothmans replica would have been.
Even so, it is a stunning addition to the
new club that Stephen has set up with
MSA approval.
he car's first driver was reunited
with his old car at this year’s Race Retro
show, when he took the co-driver's
seat alongside Stephen around the
Stoneleigh rally stage. And Dieter — who
still works at Porsche as a test driver, just
as he did in 1980 — presented Stephen
with one of a limited-edition run of
models of the car commissioned by
the Porsche Museum in 2006.

A footnote to this remarkable
story is that Stephen is considering
arequest from Porsche to loan the
car to the Museum. There is also talk
of putting those scale models back
into production.

Now, both Stephen Davies and
Dicter Réscheisen are happy men.

Case solved, elementary my dear... @
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stage
Stephen Davies
(right) with Dieter
Réscheisen, who
was reunited with
his old car at Race
Retro this year
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